AMIUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
to  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DEBEN 
for  the  YEA.R  1945. 


Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  my  Report  for  the  year  1945,  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health;- 

3TATISTICS. 

Population  The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 


is  22,570. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Fema  le 

Legitimate 

314 

165 

149 

Illegitimate 

56- 

32 

24 

This  gives  a Birth  :Rate  j 
(England  and  Wales  16 ol 

Der  1,000  population 

of  16.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

. T 0 t_aj, 

r/ale 

Female 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

This  gives  a Still  Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  population  of 

0.35 

(England  and  Wales  ;0p46) 

per  1,000  totals  births  - 

still  birth  rate  is 

21.2. 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Ma  le  ■ 

Female 

: Zb6  164:  IZ  Z 

This  ^ives  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  lZo7  per  1,000  population 
(England  and  Wales  llc4) 


DEATHS  FRO^  C?U£RPERAL  CAUSES.  Total  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Other  SfeternallCauses.?  1. 

DEATH  PATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE. 

A.ll  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  f rom  Measles (a  1 1 ages) 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (al]  ages) 

Deaths  from  DiarrhcB.a  (under  Z years  of  age 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  Schemes  and  all  Schotil 
Medical  Services. 


Nil. 

2.64 


29.7 (Eng land  and  Wales  46 

31.8 

17.9 
46 

Nil. 

1. 

Nil. 


^y. 


INFESTATION 


Arrangements  to  deal  with  Infestation  of  body  or  clothing  with  vermin 
remain  as  in  former  years 

(a)  school  children  are  examined  and  cleansed  by  School  Nurses 

(b)  adults  and  toddlers  can  be  admitted'  to  Hospital  for  cleansing 

In  addition  to  the  above  ^ personal  cleansing  of  heads,  oreniises 
can  be  fumigated,  clothing  etc .. steam-treated , and  various  infeecticidea 
provided , 

Scabies  infestation  is  still  found  but  not  all  cases  come  to  the 
knov/ledge  of  this  Department  r Benzy  Ibenzoat  e emulsion  continues  to  bfe'.the 
remedy  most  used. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1945. 


Disease , 

Tota 

noti 

1 

Age  Group 

Admi- 
t ted 

Total 

Deaths 

; fiedj 

1 

'■’ii 

1 'S 

J. 

""1 

i 

! 

E!i 

10  ' 
\ 

"i 

2q 

35 

45 

65 

up. 

1 0 

Hosp- 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

i 

-! 

1 

i 

ll  2 

2! 

t 1 

la! 

8 

i. 

3 

ital. 

13 

Nil. 

Whooping  Cough 

77  1 

.4! 

li 

i 5' 

i 

1 

- 

- 

« ' 

- 

- 

1 

Diptheria 

5 

8|  € 

; 1! 

1 ~ 

4 

- 

- 

5 

1 

Measles 

60  ! 

5 

i ^ 

i -3’ 

i 17 

15 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Nil,  i 

Pneumonia 

42,  ! 

1 

! -3  2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

10 

10 

3 

18 

Cerebro-spina  1 
Fever. 

i 

4 

1 I 
H 

r 

hi- 

i 

1 

mm 

2 

3 

Ni  1. 

Dysentery 

8 

li 

i - 

) li  • 

i 

% 

1 

•« 

1 

- 

1 

1 

NilA 

Ophtha Imia 
Neonatorum 

3 

! 

'2  \ 

1 

j 

i ^ 

! 

j 

Mi 

M 

Nil. 

Puerperal  -Pyrexi: 

a 3 

■ j 

j 

i ^ 

i 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Nil, 

Erys ipe  las 

8 

1 

j -i  ■ - 
1 .U- 

1 

1 

I 

1 

5 

1 

M 

Nil. 

During  1945  the-  incidence  both  of  measles  and  of  whooping-cough  showed 
an  upward  trend,  without,  however,  <|.ot‘.OaLty  aocurilng'  cp'idemto  proportions . 

The  four  notifications  of  cerebr o-spina 1 meningitis  were  in  no  way 
connected  with  each  other.  In  one  case  the  final  diagnosis  was  tetanus, 
not  cerebro-spinal  fever» 

Four  cases  of  malcria  occurred  amongst  Service  personnel  and  all  were 
relapses  of  infection  contracted  overseas. 

Four  cases,  also,  of  diptheria  occurred  in  Military  establ ishments . The 
solitary  case  of  civLlian  infection  was  that  of  a school  chi  Id  whose  illness 
v/as  mild,  the  patient  having  had  a course  of  immuni®ation  injections  at  schoo 

In  addition  to  the  above  tabulation  of  infectious  diseases  there  were  / 
nine  cases  notified  of  infective  Jaundices  six  of  these  being  of  Military 
origin. 

Ir.-munisat ion  against  Dipt:-  ii- la 

The  figures  for  children  who  completed  a course  of  immunising  inJec'IV-'^ 'ms 
during  the  year  is  as  under;- 

Under  5 years  of  age  5 years  to  15  years  of  age 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  figures  for  1945s 


, Age 
Groups 

NEW 

CASES 

DEAJHS 

Pu imonary 

Non-bu  Imonary 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M. 

F, 

M, 

Fo 

M.  ] 

[ F- 

M. 

F. 

0- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1~ 

- 

- 1 

1 - 1 

! 

- 

5- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

10- 

« 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15- 

~ i 

1 

•> 

•* 

— 

20- 

- 

1,  ' 

! 1 

2 

.. 

1 

25- 

1 

-> 

- 

1 

- 

— 

35- 

2 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

45- 

1 
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- 

1 

-> 

- 

55- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65- 

upwa  rds 

2 

1 

During  1945  there  were  11  cases  removed  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  for  the  follov/ing  reasonslj- 


Diagnosis  not  established 

Pulmonary 

M,  F. 

Non- 

M. 

-Pulmonary 

Fo 

Total 

Removed  to  other  Districts 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

Cured 

1 

1 

« 

2 

4 

Cases  coming  into  the 

«. 

.. 

- 

« 

District  from  other  areas 

2 

1 

3 

yiAT ER  SUPPLIES 

(1)  The  v/ater  supply  of  the  area  during  the  year  1945  was  satisfactory 

as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

(Z)  There  is  piped  water  in  31  parishes  of  the  64  parishes  comprising 

the  District.  During  the  year  no  bacteriological  examinations  were  madc- 
of  rav/  watery  7 examinations  of  chlorine  treated  water  going  into  supply 
v/ere  all  found  satisfactory.  Samples  in  11  out  of  Z5  wells  examined  were 
satisfactory;  the  others  were  dealt  with  as  in  para*(4)  below. 

(3)  The  v/ater  in  this  area  is  hard  and  no  evidence  is  available  of  any 
plumbosolvent  action. 


(4)  No  evidence  was  found  of  pollution  of  piped  supplies.  Pollution 
of  wells^  bores  etc-,  in  private  supplies  was  met  by  instructions  as  to 
cLeansfng  of  the  v/ell^bore  etCo,  and  simple  sterilisation  in  the  households 

(5)  Nog  of  inhabited  houses  in  1945  7,373 

Papulation  (Registrar  General)  ZZ,570 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3 


D\‘/elling  houses  supplied  with  ma ire -"/ater 

(a)  direct  to  houses  1^64  or  17% 

,b)  by  standpipes  to  groups  of  houses  445  or  6% 

Proportion  of  population  supplied  v;ith  mains  water 

(a)  by  direct  G'’'.pply  to  houses  1E64  x 3 379^  or  16o8% 

(b)  by  standpipes  to  groups  of  houses  445  x 3 or  5c9% 


All  other  Public  Health  matters  are  being  held  over  until  further 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

I remain,  Your  obedient  servant, 

CH7.RLES  M.V/HITEFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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